South Africa

By Kenny Wong


Note: all data below 2003 estimates unless otherwise noted

· Official Name: Republic Of South Africa (English), Republiek van Suid-Afrika (Afrikaans)

· Geographical Location: Southern Africa, below Namibia, Botswana, and Zimbabwe

· Total Area: 1,219,912 Sq. Km. Note: Includes Marion and Prince Edward Islands
· Capital Cities: Pretoria (Executive), Cape Town (Legislative), Bloemfontein (Judicial)

· Other Major Cities: Port Elizabeth, Durban, Johannesburg

· Currency Unit: Rand (ZAR) (Exchange rate as of 14 September 2003: 1 USD=7.37 ZAR)
· Head of State and Government: President Thabo Mbeki (Since 16 June 1999)

· Administrative Divisions: 9 provinces (Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, North-West, Northern Cape, Western Cape

· GDP Per Capita: $3,170
· Population: 42,768,678 (Population estimates explicitly take into account the effects of excess mortality due to AIDS)
· Population Below Poverty Line (2001 estimate): 50%
· Birth Rate: 18.87 per 1,000 population
· Death Rate: 18.42 per 1,000 population
· Infant Mortality Rate: 60.84 per 1,000 births
· Life Expectancy at Birth: Male 46.57 years, Female 46.54 years
· HIV/AIDS Adult Prevalence Rate (2001 Estimate): 20.1%
· People Infected with HIV/AIDS (2001 Estimate): 5,000,000
· Deaths from HIV/AIDS (2001 Estimate): 360,000
· Official Language: Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, Pedi, Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

· Official Religions: None

· Ethnic Composition: African 75.2%, Caucasian 13.6%, Colored 8.6%, Indian 2.6%

· Religious Composition: Christian (regardless of denominations) 68%, Indigenous Religion 28.5%, Islam 2%, Hindu 1.5%

· Adult Literacy (people over 15 years of age who can read and write) 86.4%

· Unemployment Rate (including those not looking for employment)(2001 estimate): 37%

Background and History

First colonization of South Africa occurred in 1652, when the Dutch East India Company established a fort and provision station in the area around present day Cape Town. The Afrikaner culture was later born out of these Dutch colonists.

The British occupied the area twice, in 1795 and 1806, before getting the colony at the Congress of Vienna in 1814.The influx of thousands of British colonists, promulgation of British laws, introduction of English as the official language and the abolition of slavery caused 12,000 to 15,000 Afrikaner families, including their slaves and servants, to migrate to the north of the country in the Great Trek. Some settled in the present day Natal, while others settled in the Transvaal region. From 1787 to around the 1880’s, a total of nine frontier wars were fought between the Bantu speaking groups, especially the Xhosa, Afrikaner colonists and ultimately, the British. Eventually, the British won and annexed all Xhosa held territories into British control. 

The British recognized the Afrikaner settlements near the Orange River and in Transvaal as independent areas in 1852 and 1854 until the Boer War brought them under British sovereignty. The war lasted for 2 ½ years, with guerrilla attacks by the Afrikaners lasting well into 1902. The South African colonies were granted independence by the South Africa Act of 1910. Since then, Afrikaner and Caucasian political parties dominated the politics and the South African Parliament, under the leadership of the National Party and Prime Minister Daniel F. Malan, established the infamous Apartheid system. Apartheid (Afrikaans for separateness) is a set of laws that effectively relegates all non-caucasians to second-class citizens. During this period, South Africa was ostracized in the International community because of its Apartheid policies. South African athletes, who are all Caucasians, were not allowed to participate in the Olympics until the 1990’s, the nation quit the British Commonwealth before its expulsion, and many countries imposed embargoes against the nation.

During this period, the African population started to organize their own political parties to show their opposition. In fact, all the major African political parties in South Africa were founded during this period. The most powerful of all the organization is the African National Congress, known as the ANC. Founded by Albert Luthuli, its goals are to abolish the Apartheid system. Also in this period, the Pan-Africanist Congress and the Inkatha Freedom Party (a Zulu ethnic organization) were founded.

Extreme government oppression of the Africans continued until 1989, when F.W. de Klerk became the Prime Minister. By then, economic problems, caused by embargoes, and low foreign investments forced the government to rethink on about the Apartheid. De Klerk negotiated with the ANC, now led by Nelson Mandela, for a solution to end the current system. The Apartheid finally ended with the signing of an agreement between the National Party and the ANC on 13 November 1993. The agreement called for a “non-racist, non-sexist, unified, and democratic South Africa”.

The first truly democratic election in South Africa was held on 27 April 1994. The election was deemed substantially free and fair by election watchdogs and 90 years of Caucasian domination of South African politics ended with the ANC receiving 63% of the vote. The National Party received 23% of the vote. Two other parties, the Inkatha Freedom Party and the Freedom Front (a group of Caucasian extremists) received 5% of the votes each. The ANC also won majorities in seven of the nine provinces. They lost to the National Party in Western Cape and in KwaZulu-Natal to the Inkatha Freedom Party. The National Assembly eventually elected Mandela as president and a new constitution was promulgated on 10 December 1996. During his presidency, he appointed Archbishop Desmond Tutu to head a 17-member Truth and Reconciliation Commission designed to find out the degree of injustice during the Apartheid period. Mandela stepped down as president in 1999 and ANC leader Thabo Mbeki succeeded him to the presidency.  

Geographical Characteristics

The country is divided into two areas geographically: the coastal regions and the interior plateaus. A ridge called the Great Escarpment divides the two regions. The interior plateau occupies two-thirds of the entire nation. The plateau reaches its peak at the Drakensberg Mountains. The Champagne Castle is the highest point of the plateau and the country at a height of 3,375m (11,072ft). The interior plateau is divided into three sections: the High Veid, the Low Veid, and the Bush Veid. The High Veid lies at the elevation of about 1,200 to 1,800m (around 4-6,000ft) and is mainly an agricultural region.

The Middle Veid is west of the High Veid and ranges from 600 to 1,200m (2-4,000ft). The area is dry and is home to drought resistant grass and shrubs. The area is also much used for sheep grazing. The Bush Veid lies below 1,200m (4,000 ft) and is also an area of intensive agriculture due to its high rainfall. The coast is 2,800km (1,740mi) in length and contains few coves and harbors. Only Saldanha Bay is a natural harbor. The country has three major rivers: the Orange, the Vaal, and the Limpopo.

Economy

The South African economy is a combination of resource gathering and industrial manufacturing. The country’s economy is very much like those of a developed country. The country’s GDP per capita is 2,620 per year, making it a middle-income country. The wealth, however, is not evenly distributed. Caucasians have a living standard equivalent to a developed country while Africans have a standard of living resembling a developing country. Tourism and Service industry is a heavy player in the country’s economy, contributing up to 66% of the GDP. Mining is no longer as dominant but is still an important industry as it accounts to 36% of the country’s export.

Major Industries

Mining (world's largest producer of platinum, gold, chromium), automobile assembly, metalworking, machinery, textile, iron and steel, chemicals, fertilizer, foodstuffs

Politics

The country’s political system was completely overhauled in the 1996 constitution. The country’s head of state and government is the president. The National Assembly (legislative body) elects the president every five years. The president then appoints his/her cabinet and deputy president from members of the National Assembly.

The legislative body includes the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces. The National Assembly contains 400 seats that are popularly elected every five years. The National Council of Provinces contains 90 seats, with each province having ten seats regardless of its population. The members are appointed by the provincial legislatures and serve five-year terms.

The country has many political parties divided on racial lines but in reality, only three to four parties are powerful. The powerful parties include the African National Congress (African), the Inkatha Freedom Party (Zulu- African), the New National Party (Caucasian), and the Democratic Party (Caucasian). The African National Congress currently governs in a coalition with the Inkatha Freedom Party.

Legal System
The legal system of South Africa is a mixture of Roman-Dutch law and British Common laws. The country has accepted, with reservations, International Court of Justice (ICJ) jurisdiction.

South African courts are independent and are subject only to the constitution and the law. The Constitutional Court is located in Johannesburg. Composed of a president and ten justices, it rules on all constitutional matters

The Supreme Court of Appeal is located in Bloemfontein and rules in all but constitutional matters. It is composed of a chief justice and a number of judges of appeal. Below the Supreme Court of Appeals are High Courts and Magistrates’ Courts.

Black South Africans may choose to bring civil claims based on indigenous law and custom to a local chief’s court, with subsequent right of appeal in one of the Magistrate’s Courts.
Transportation

South Africa has the most developed transport system in all of Africa. The country’s state owned railway system links all major cities together, and the level of luxury on certain passenger trains is famous around the world.

International air transportation is dominated by the South African Airways. It operates services to destinations in Europe, Asia, the Americas, and in Africa. Recent opening of the commuter airline industry created three major commuter airlines. The three airlines, SA Express, Airlink, and Comair offer commuter services which links all major cities in South Africa and is competing fiercely with South African Airways for passengers. As of present, about 200 minor airlines link smaller towns to major cities. The country’s major international airport is located in Johannesburg, with Cape Town handling a small number of international air traffic.


Car ownership is very much a common thing among the Caucasian population and the rest of the population is starting to own cars at an ever-increasing rate. The African population commutes largely with public transit system such as buses, kombi (minibus), taxi, and, in major cities, commuter railroads.


Maritime transportation is mostly handled by Durban, Port Elizabeth, Cape Town, Saldanha Bay, Richard’s Bay, and East London. Durban is the city with the busiest port. Port Elizabeth and Cape Town offers large container terminals, and both the Saldanha and Richard’s Bay handles raw material exports.

Communication and Media

The country’s communication network is deemed as the best developed and most modern in all of Africa. The country owns two-fifths of all phone lines in Africa and provides 112 lines per 1,000 residents. The country is well serviced by telephone lines and major communication centers are located in Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, and Pretoria. The country has 7.96 million mobile phone users. 

The South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) dominates the country’s TV and radio industries. The SABC radio service offers 23 radio services for national, regional, and specific language listening groups. There are also two independent radio stations in the country. The SABC television service consists of 3 channels, broadcasting in the 11 national languages. Only 25% of the population own television sets, so television is widely watched in bars and public places.

South Africa have There are 17 daily and 48 weekly newspapers. Most of them are published in English. Only the Sunday Times, Rapport (published in Afrikaans), and the Sunday Independent (all published on Sundays) are truly national in circulation. All three are published in Johannesburg. The Sunday Tribune (published in Durban), and the City Press (published in Johannesburg) are also important newspapers.


The country has, as of 2001, 150 Internet service providers and provides service to about three million people.

Religion

A massive majority of South Africans are practitioners of Christianity. About 28% of the population practices traditional religions. Hindu and Islam are practiced by 2% of the population each. Christians are split into three branches. The branches are Zionist, Apostolic, and the three Dutch Reformed Churches, which the majority of the practitioners belong in.

Culture

The South African culture is an eclectic mix of European, indigenous, and Asian cultures. Many Caucasians live a life that is not too different from his/her counterpart in Europe and the US. On the other hand, other people from other cultures practice their own cultures and they did were not converted to a certain culture. Also, descendents of Dutch colonists, known as Afrikaner who settled in the area have their own distinct culture, which is a mix of indigenous and Dutch cultures. All of these makes the South African culture, a culture divided by years of Apartheid, a colorful and separate culture.

International Relations

Ever since the repeal of all Apartheid laws, South Africa has regained good relations with the rest of the world. South African athletes, now a mixed race group, are allowed to participate in the Olympics again. The nation is once again respected by the people of the world and is no longer shunned upon. Also, as the African country with the best economy, South Africa is often considered as a key regional power.

Regional Concerns


There are three regional concerns with South Africa and that includes high HIV/AIDS infection rate, High unemployment, and bitterness of Africans and some Caucasians over post Apartheid South Africa.


South Africa, like many other South African countries, suffers from the effects of an HIV/AIDS epidemic. In South Africa, approximately 20% of the population has HIV or AIDS. The effects of this epidemic will result in lower population and a shrunken workforce. South Africa, with its economy just recovering from the embargoes imposed by western nations during the Apartheid period, will certainly suffer from the effects in a serious way. The South African government had implemented new policies and projects to counter the effects, but the effectiveness of those policies are still to be seen.


 Although South Africa is now a democratized nation, discrimination is still prevalent, especially at work. Many people are still being discriminated and denied work opportunities because of their race. Also, poor educational opportunities for the African population under the Apartheid period results in those people not being able to compete with Caucasians for work opportunities. All of these result in a high unemployment rate that is hurting the country. Many of these unemployed people resulted to illegal activities to either provide for their family or to vent anger against an unjust society. The problem has already caused an increase in crime rates, especially in the shantytowns of all major cities.


The South African Society is still adjusting to the new social order ten years after Apartheid ended. Many Caucasian people, especially Afrikaners in certain regions, are disgruntled about the Africans gaining social equality. They are also startled at the fact that they now have a president of African descent. On the contrary, people of African descent are disgruntled about the slow pace of social reforms. Some of the more radical members of these racial groups have been reported to attack the other race. Hate crime is certainly becoming more and more common in South Africa and, if unchecked, this could lead to ethnic conflicts like those in Rwanda.

Education

The South African education system is still adjusting to the effects of Apartheid. Caucasian students still receive more funding than African students. Also, teachers of African descent are less paid than a Caucasian teacher of same qualities. The government has enacted reforms to change these, but the result will come in a slow pace.

In South Africa, a student starts his compulsory education at the age of six until they are fifteen. They start their student career in a primary school. They will stay there for six years before moving on to secondary school. The first year of secondary school is still organized as a primary school grade, but curriculums are of secondary school difficulties. After three years, a student enters a technical secondary school. A student can also take the National Technical Certificate training, known as the N training, during the technical secondary years. Those who wants to enter a technical college, known as a technikon, will be in the N training program. After two years of studies, as student will move on to a senior secondary, where they will remain until their college years. 

There are three types of higher learning in Liberia: a state university, a technikon, or a college. Each of these types of higher learning prepares you for a certain field of work. The South African Universities' Vice-Chancellors' Association (SAUVCA) controls all state universities.
Information for this report obtained from CIA World Factbook, Encyclopaedia Britannica Almanac 2003, Microsoft Encarta Online (www.encarta.com), and TVRadioworld (tvradioworld.com)
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